Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


^fUNITED^STATES 
^DrpSRT^NT 
of  AGRICULTU 


HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT 


Wednesday,  September  29,  1937 


(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY ) 


SUBJECT:     "NEWS  TOR  FOOD- SHOPPERS . "    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Consumers'  Counsel, 
Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration. 

 00O00  

Just  arrived  today  are  the  fortnightly  notes  on  supplies  and  prices  of  sea- 
sonal foods.     If  you  are  the  family  food-shopper,  here's  news  for  you. 

First,  about  the  canning  crops.     If  your  grocer's  shelves  aren't  piled  high 
all  winter  with  cans  of  vegetables,  it  won't  be  the  fault  of  the  canning  crops  this 
season.    For  this  has  turned  out  to  be  a  record  year  for  the  production  of  vege- 
tables for  canning.     It's  quite  different  from  last  year  when  drought  conditions 
damaged  crops  and  cut  down  both  the  size  and  the  quality  of  the  canned  pack  of  most 
important  vegetables.     Toma.toes  were  the  exception,  last  year.     This  year  growing 
conditions  have  been  very  favorable.    And  big  crops  are  the  result.    The  canning 
crop  of  snap  beans,  for  example,  will  probably  be  about  a  third  larger  than  in  1936. 
The  crop  of  sweet  corn  for  canning  will  be  75  percent  larger,  and  green  peas  50  per- 
cent larger  than  last  year.    Tomato  production  also  is  slightly  more.     So  with  all 
all  these  big  crops  to  draw  from,  the  canners  will  probably  put  up  a  much  larger 
pack  of  vegetables  this  year  than  last. 

How  a  note  or  two  about  sweet potatoes.     This  year's  sweetpotato  crop  promises 
to  be  a  tenth  larger  than  last  year's.    And  the  price  of  sweetpotatoes  will  con- 
tinue to  go  down  until  October  which  is  usually  the  seasonal  low  point. 

Not  so  many  onions  this  year  as  last,  but  plenty  for  everybody  just  the  same. 
iiliPiis,  potatoes  and  c abbage  from  the  late-producing  areas  are  now  moving  to  market. 
And  the  production  of  -potatoes  and  cabbage  is  large  this  year,    prices  on  these 
vegetables  will  probably  go  down  this  month  as  they  usually  do. 

In  fact,  market  prices  of  most  vegetables  for  the  rest  of  the  year  will  con- 
tinue below  last  year's  level.  However,  there  maybe  some  slight  seasonal  advances 
after  local  supplies  have  run  out  and  shipments  from  distant  points  take  their 


Now  a  little  melon  news.  Cantaloup  prices  will  probably  continue  to  go  up 
Btttil  the  season  ends  next  month.  But  honeydew  melons  and  casabas  will  be  in  the 
-arkets  through  November. 

What  about  meat  prices  and  supplies?    Well,  meat  prices  appear  to  have 
^ached  their  peak  for  the  year.     The  economists  expect  that  pork  prices  will  be 
soing  down  somewhat  during  the  last  quarter  of  1937 — during  October,  November  and 
-member.    But  no  great  changes  in  meat  prices  are  expected  until  after  the  turn  of 
tne  year. 


SHC 


-  2  - 


9/29/37 


As  for  poultry  prices,  they  probably  will  not  go  down  as  they  usually  do 
from  July  through  December.     In  fact,  they  will  -probably  go  up  slightly.  During 
these  coming  months  fresh  dressed  poultry  is  the  major  source  of  supply.    And  the 
chickens  that  go  to  market  are  the  ones  that  are  hatched  during  the  first  half  of 
the  year.    Relatively  high  feed  prices  early  this  year  caused  many  less  hatchings. 
The  number  of  young  chickens  on  farms  last  July  first  was  a  fifth  smaller  than  last 
year — in  fact,  the  smallest  on  record.    Though  record-size  cold-storage  holdings  may 
help  keep  the  prices  of  fresh  poultry  from  soaring  as  they  otherwise  would  when 
fresh  supplies  have  been  reduced  so  much,  you  can  expect  poultry  prices  to  be  higher 
than  a  year  ago. 

If  you  are  interested  in  what  is  back  of  the  meat  prices  and  supplies  in  your 
market,  listen  to  this.    Hog  marketings  are  expected  to  increase  seasonally  after 
this  month  because  spring  pigs  will  begin  to  come  to  market  in  fairly  large  numbers. 
So  the  usual  drop  in  hog  prices  is  in  prospect  for  fall  and  early  winter.     This  drop 
say  come  later  than  usual — may  occur  mostly  after  November.     Ordinarily  the  drop  in 
prices  ends  by  mid-December.    But  this  year  farmers  probably  will  hold  their  hogs 
for  marketing  at  heavier  weight  since  large  feed  supplies  are  available.  Conse- 
quently, many  hogs  may  go  to  market  in  late  December  and  January  rather  than  earlier. 

Now  about  beef.     The  beef  cattle  supply  situation  remains  unchanged  from  a 
month  ago,  say  the  economists.     So  they  expect  no  price  changes  until  1938.  Small 
marketings  of  grain-fed  cattle  most  likely  will  keep  the  prices  of  the  better  grades 
at  or  near  their  present  high  levels  during  the  remainder  of  1937.    But  a  greater 
tnan  usual  decline  in  prices  of  these  cattle  is  expected  during  the  first  half  of 
1938  when  a  good  many  of  them  will  go  to  market.    Prices  of  lower- grade  cattle 
probably  will  not  register  their  usual  decline  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  be- 
cause of  a  strong  demand  by  cattle  feeders  for  animals  to  be  fattened  on  the  1937 
corn  crop. 

As  for  lambs,  the  seasonal  increases  in  lamb  slaughter  are  expected  during  the 
-nder  of  the  grass-fat-lamb  marketing  season  which  ends  December  first.  Sup- 
plies probably  will  be  larger  than  average  but  not  much  different  from  a  year  ago. 
IItoe  December  through  May  grain-fed  lambs  are  the  ones  to  be  slaughtered.    But  be- 
cause of  this  year's  large  corn  crop,  a  good  many  lambs  won't  go  to  market  as 
tsual.    Feeders  will  keep  many  of  them  alive  to  be  fattened  on  this  year's  corn  and 
-  :-  sold  during  the  grain-fed  season.     So  live  lamb  prices  will  probably  remain  at 
or  near  their  present  level. 

That  concludes  the  notes  from  the  Consumers'  Market  Service  on  supply  and 
.-rice  trends  of  seasonal  foods.     Further  news  in  a  fortnight. 
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